MINUTES OF THE GRAND ISLE INDEPENDENT 

LEVEE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS REGULAR MEETING

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2013
11:00 A.M.

The Grand Isle Independent Levee District met on Tuesday, October 22, 2013, at 
11:00 a.m. in a regular meeting at the Grand Isle Multiplex Center with the following commissioners:

Present:  3 Commissioners – David Camardelle, Kelly Besson, Sr. and Arthur Bellanger  

Absent: 0 
President Camardelle called the meeting to order and then led with the Pledge of Allegiance, followed by a prayer.

A motion was made by Commissioner Besson, seconded by Commissioner Bellanger and unanimously agreed to approve the minutes of the meeting held on September 30, 2013 as read.

A discussion was held on the Elmer’s Island Project in regards to working with the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries, the Governor’s Office and the CPRA. President Camardelle stated that the state would like for the levee board to expropriate Elmer’s Island if the state cannot negotiate with the current owner and then donate the property to Wildlife and Fisheries Commission due to the fact the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission is the only body authorized to accept property and to designate refuges or WMAs. The current vision for Elmer’s Island would expand the Wildlife Refuge, develop a Wildlife Management area and keep existing oyster leases for the term of their lease and CPRA would construct a beach and dune restoration project on Elmer’s Island. A joint motion was made by the commissioners of the levee board to introduce the following resolution:
RESOLUTION

A resolution approving the intergovernmental 

agreement with the Department of Wildlife and 

Fisheries for the acquisition of property for 

integrated Coastal Protection purposes, and 

acquisition of same. (Caminada Cheniere)

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission (“WFC”) established the Elmer’s Island Wildlife Refuge in order to protect, manage, and enhance fish and wildlife habitat thereon and adjacent thereto, and to provide for appropriate public use and recreational opportunities in relation thereto; and

WHEREAS, Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (“DWF”) seeks to acquire certain adjacent coastal property (the “Property”) and for WFC to establish the Elmer’s Island Wildlife Management Area (the “WMA”) thereon, in order to further protect, manage, and enhance such habitat and to further provide such public use and recreational activities in relation thereto; and

WHEREAS, the Property is shown on the survey attached hereto as Exhibit “A,” and is defined as all property shown thereon bounded on the west by the meander line of Bayou Thunder, on the south by the meander line of the Gulf of Mexico, on the southeast by the meander line of Caminada Bay, on the east by the eastern boundary of the Sunrise Subdivision, and on the north by La. Highway 1, totaling 968.93 acres; less and except the 35.6 acre dump site including three 50’ x 100’ lots shown on page 7 of Exhibit A, the 34.168 acre FAA Tract shown on page 9 of Exhibit A, and the Caminada Park Subdivision as shown on page 10  of Exhibit A; and 

WHEREAS, Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority (“CPRA”) seeks to construct Phase II of the Caminada Headlands Beach and Dune Restoration Project BA-143 (the “Project”), which will restore and enhance the beach and dune on a portion of the Property and water bottoms adjacent thereto, and DWF seeks to make this portion of the Property available to CPRA for purposes of the Project; and 

WHEREAS, the Project is consistent with Louisiana’s Comprehensive Master Plan, and is intended to be funded using Deepwater Horizon Spill-related funds; and

WHEREAS, funds for the acquisition of the Property have been appropriated to DWF; and

WHEREAS, Grand Isle Independent Levee District (the “District”) supports both the establishment of the WMA and construction of the Project on the Property; and 

WHEREAS, acquisition of the Property by the District and assignment to DWF, which will in turn grant the necessary property rights for the Project to CPRA, is the most certain, expeditious, cost-effective means to  do so, and is necessary to enable CPRA to meet its schedule for the Project; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to La. R.S. 38:306 and 38:351, the District may acquire, including by expropriation, property needed for integrated coastal purposes, including for flooding and hurricane protection purposes, within its territorial jurisdiction; and

WHEREAS, the WMA and the Project both constitute integrated coastal protection as defined in R.S. 49:214.2(11), and constitute plans, projects, policies, and programs intended to provide hurricane protection or coastal conservation or restoration, including but not be limited to coastal restoration; coastal protection; infrastructure; storm damage reduction; flood control; water resources development; erosion control measures; marsh management; diversions; saltwater intrusion prevention; wetlands and central wetlands conservation, enhancement, and restoration; barrier island and shoreline stabilization and preservation; coastal passes stabilization and restoration; mitigation; storm surge reduction; or beneficial use projects.  The public purposes for which the property is being acquired also include, but are not limited to: road construction, levee construction, flood control projects, integrated coastal protection projects, preservation of the headland area, mitigation purposes, wildlife management area, and homeland security; and 

WHEREAS, the Property is located within GIILD’s territorial jurisdiction in Jefferson Parish, Louisiana, and within the coastal area, as defined in La. R.S. 49:214.2(4); and 

WHEREAS, the District and DWF desire to enter into the Intergovernmental Agreement annexed hereto to provide a framework for the two organizations to work together for the acquisition of the Property for the WMA and the Project; 


THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the District is hereby authorized and directed to enter into the Intergovernmental Agreement with DWF annexed hereto, for the purposes and reasons set forth above;  and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the District is hereby authorized and directed to acquire the Property for the public and integrated coastal protection purposes set forth above.  The District is hereby authorized and directed to acquire said properties in fee simple, by any due and lawful means, either amicably by offer and acceptance or if necessary by expropriation pursuant to La. R.S. 38:351, et seq., as such expropriation is necessary and useful for the purposes thereof as stated herein above, including integrated coastal protection; provided that the funds for such acquisition are paid by DWF for and on behalf of the District; and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the District is hereby authorized and directed to assign the Property to DWF immediately upon its acquisition by the District; and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the President/Director of the Board of Commissioners of District, David Camardelle, is hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents and to take any and all actions necessary to carry out the actions authorized herein.

The foregoing was submitted to a vote, the vote thereon was as follows:

YEAS:
 Kelly Besson, Sr., Arthur Bellanger, David Camardelle
NAYS:  0

ABSENT:  0
This resolution was declared adopted this 22nd day of October, 2013.
President Camardelle stated that the continuation of the rock breakwaters located on the north side of Grand Isle should come before the Jefferson Parish Council to approve bidding out more breakwaters. This money comes from the CIAP program that will be disbursed through Jefferson Parish. The Whisper Wave Project which is now complete was also administrated through Jefferson Parish which worked along with the levee board.  The levee board lobbied for these monies to continue the fight to help save the Grand Isle and coastal areas.
President Camardelle thanked Senator Alario and Representative Jerry “Truck” Gisclair for help with the levee board Capital Outlay Project which will add more segmented rock breakwater projects to help protect Grand Isle from tidal and severe weather conditions.

A motion was made by Commissioner Bellanger, seconded by Commissioner Besson and unanimously agreed to approve the expenses associated with operating the levee board.

A motion was made by Commissioner Bellanger, seconded by Commissioner Besson and unanimously agreed to approve Mr. Gary Blanchard’s permit to construct a pier, deck and boat shed off of Caminada Bay.
A motion was by Commissioner Bellanger, seconded by Commissioner Camardelle with Commissioner Besson abstaining to approve Kelly Besson's permit to maintain a pier and bulkhead near Grand Isle, Louisiana in Jefferson Parish.

A motion was made by Commissioner Bellanger, seconded by Commissioner Besson and unanimously agreed to adjourn the meeting at 11:45 a.m.
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Grand Isle Independent Levee District

ATTESTED:
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Patricia Bellanger, Secretary

Grand Isle Independent Levee District

